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RESOLUTION NO. -1998, ADOPTING LOCAL LAW NO. 

Kevin M - 1WD, A LOCAL LAW TO PROTECT CHILDREN AND 

0'H.ire YOUNG PEOPLE BY RESTRICTING TOBACCO 

41479 ADVERTISING IN SUFFOLK COUNTY 

WHEREAS, there was duly presented and Introduced to this County Legislature 
regular meeting held on ,1998, a proposed local law entitled, "A LOCAL 

UW TO PROTECT CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE BY RESTRICTING TOBACCO 
ADVERTISING IN SUFFOLK COUNTY," and Bald local law In final form ie Ihe same at when 
presented and Introduced; now, therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, that told local law be enacted In form «• follows: 

LOCAL LAW NO. -1S8B, SUFFOLK COUNTY, NEW YORK 

A LOCAL UW TO PROTECT CHILDREN AND YOUNG 

PEOPLE BY RESTRICTING TOBACCO ADVERTISING IN 

SUFFOLK COUNTY 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF 
SUFFOLK, as follow*: 

Section 1. Legislative Jnianl ■“ * 

This Legislature finds Bnd determines that human health Is seriously threatened 
by exposure to etwtrpnmerrtal tobacco smoke (ETS) and that recent findings by the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency (ERA) make clear that ETS, or secondhand smoke, te a 
human carcinogen responsible tor 53,000 deaths per year in nonsmoking adults, 3,000 of which 
are lung cancer deaths end 50,000 of which either result from heart disease or respiratory 
related causes. '• 

a Legislature further finds and determines that Suffolk County's local 
g smoking In public places has led to the enactment of Statewide legislation 
under Article 13-E of the NEW YORK PUBLIC HEALTH LAW which' still allows for municipal 
regulation* that achieve or go beyond the minimum State standards. 

This Legislature also finds that the recent disclosure of Internal records fro m R J_ 
Reynolds Tobacco Company, one of the nation's largest tobacco companies, provider 
axfensiveevidencp oThow the Tampahy, tor decades, emphasized advertising that was geared 
to attracting and Inducing children as young as fourteen (14) years of age to smoke. 

This Legislature further finds (hat 3,000 young people begin smoking every day, 
of whom 1,000 wl die as a result of their continuing to smoke. 






This Legislature alto finds arid determines that a new study, published In the 
Journal of the American Medical Association, on January 14,1998, found that, even decades 
after people quit smoking, they have a 25 per cent amount ol higher artery damage than people 
who never smoked; that artery damage from smoking Is cumulative and only gels worse the 
longer one tmokaa; that non-smokers exposed to second-hand amoke from others are at 
Wgher risk lor heart disease and stroke; that the arteries of current smokers thicken 60 per 
0»nt taster over a three-year period than people who never smoke; that the arteries of former 
smokers also harden 25 per cent faster over a period of three years than non-smokers; that the 
arteries of non-smokers exposed to tobacco smoke thicken 20 per cent faster than 
non-smokers with no second-hand smoke exposure; and that a significant portion of the 50 per 
cent of all cases of heart disease whose cause Is unclassified as "unknown" may actually be’ 
caused by second-hand smoko exposure. 


Therefore, the purpose of this law Is to accelerate the process of protecting 
children and young people against the dangers of smoking by restricting tobacco advertising 
except in adult-only facilities within toe County of Suffolk, which restrictions are consistent with 
what tobacco companies have agreed to as part Of the national settlement of tobacco litinallon 
With State Attorneys General. 
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Section 437-3 Of the SUFFOLK COUNTY CODE Is hereby amended to read, as 


Section 437-3. Limitations and restrictions. 


Distribution of free promotional samples of cigarettes, cigars, Chewing 
tobacco, powdered tobacco, or other tobacco products to minors Is 
prohibited within the County of Suffolk. 

Smoking Is prohibited In the buildings and on the grounds of any nursery 
school, preschool, licensed day care center, or elementary or secondary 
school, whether privately or publicly funded, located within the County of 
Suffolk, 
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D Au dio and vkteo format* otherwise permitted under any 
Federal Drug Administration (FDA) Rule may be 
distributed to adult consumers at point of sale but may not 
be olaved at or shown at point of sale fl.e. no “static video 
displays"). 

Section ft. Applicability. 

This law shall apply to actions occurring on or after its effective date. Enactment 
of this lew shall not affect the validity of any fines or sanctions Imposed prior to the effective 
date of this lew for violations of Section 437-3(F) of the SUFFOLK COUNTY CODE. 

Section 6. Reverse Pre-amotlon Clause. 

This law shall be null end void on the day that Statewide or federal legislation 
goes Into effect, Incorporating either the same or substantially similar provisions as are 
contained in this law, or In the event that a pertinent State or federal administrative agency 
Issues and promulgates regulations preempting such action by the County of 8uffolk. The 
County Legislature may determine via mere resolution whether or not identleal or substantially 
similar statewide or federal legislation has been enacted for the purposes of triggering the 
provisions of t his section. 

Section 7. Severability. 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this law or the 
application thereof to any person, Individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or 
circumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent Jurisdiction to be Invalid or 
unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder 
thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, 
section, or part of this law, or in fts application to the person, Individual, corporation, firm, 
partnership, entity, or circumstance directly Involved in the controversy In which such order or 
judgment shall be rendered. 


This Legislature, being the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) lead 
agency, hereby finds and determines that this law constitutes a Type II action pursuant to 
Section 617.S(c)(21) of Title 6 of the NEW YORK CODE OF RULES ANO REGULATIONS (6 
NYCRR) and within the meaning of Section 8-0109(2) of the NEW YORK ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION LAW as a promulgation of regulations, rules, policies, procedures, and 
legislative decisions In connection with continuing agency administration, management and 
information collection. The Suffolk County Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) |« hereby 
directed to circulate any appropriate SEQRA notices of determination of non-applicability or 
non-significance In accordance with this law. 

Section 9. Effective Date. 

This law shall take affect ninety (60) days after filing In the office of the Secretary 

of State. 

_ Underlining denotes addition of new language. 

DATED: 


APPROVED BY: 


County Executive of Suffolk County 
Date of Approval: 
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